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Irving Hexham is professor of Religious Studies at the University of Calgary
and adjunct professor of World Christianity at Liverpool Hope University,
Britain's only explicitly Christian university. He has published twenty-seven
academic books, including Understanding Cults and New Religions, plus eighty major
academic articles and chapters in books, numerous popular articles, and book
reviews. Visit his world religions website at understandingworldreligions.com.

Crisp, comprehensive, packed with unusual insights, and refreshing in style, Hexham's
book is invaluable for anyone wishing to understand the recent religious resurgence that
has caught so many educated people by surprise, and shown up their tone deafness about
all that is happening.
-Os GUINNESS, author of The Case for Civility

As Pope Benedict constantly reminds us, Christians today face a new situation where
other religious traditions once more challenge Christian beliefjust as they did in the days
of the apostles. This book helps us understand our non-Christian neighbors and as such is
a valuable tool for all Catholic educators.
-HENRY ROSENBAUM, SAC Former Director of Education
for the Roman Catholic Diocese of Calgary

This is not the conventional or predictable textbook on world religions. As a good
teacher, Irving Hexham is not afraid to offer the kind of opinion or insight that is bound
to provoke discussion and debate. This book is the fruit of many years of trying to encour
age university students to engage meaningfully with the study of religion and is borne out
of great experience.
-GERALD J. PILLAY, Vice-Chancellor (President)
and Rector, Liverpool Hope University

This textbook-type tour ofworld religions, spiced with personal close-ups, fully merits
a place on thoughtful Christians' bookshelves. Informal and informative, learned, wise,
chatty, and sometimes provocative, it is a very impressive performance.
-J. I. PACKER, Professor of Theology, Regent College

My former colleague from Regent College days, and long-time friend, Irving Hex
ham has written an absolutely fascinating book on world religions which reflects a balance
and level of scholarship rarely found in introductory works. Therefore, I enthusiastically
endorse this book.
-BRUCE WALTKE, Professor of Old Testament,
Knox Theological Seminary

I

l

Irving Hexham writes that "bland approaches [to the study of religion] produce bland
students." Irving Hexham is not bland, and by combining authoritative knowledge of the
world's religions with a keen eye for current events, he has given us a textbook that will
not produce bland students. Instead it will produce students who know about religion and
who know how religious people the world over relate to the crucial issues of the day.
-TERRY C. MUCK, Dean and Professor of Mission and World
Religion, E. Stanley Jones School of World Mission and
Evangelism, Asbury Theological Seminary

Irving Hexham is well known to his many readers through his publications on religious
studies, both as a general field of research, as well as represented in various movements,
both local and worldwide. In Understanding World Religions, his provocative work, especially
on African and also Indian religious views, is worth the price of the volume. We need to
examine these often neglected areas of study.
-GARY R. HABERMAS, Distinguished Research Professor and Chair
of the Department of Philosophy and Theology, Liberty University

Often it is just scholars who take real interest in world religions and new religious
movements. The only time most of us lift our heads is when we hear of some tragic event
that shows us other people believe differently than we do. But this is the world we live in
and Irving Hexham's book is a resource that brings clarity to this vast world of religious
beliefs. This book needs to be read and kept available on the bookshelf of every Christian
leader.
-CARSON PUE, President, Arrow Leadership

