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THE CONTINUING SAGA: HSL RENOVATION UPDATE

THE CONTINUING 1 By Susan Powelson, Director, Health Sciences Library

SAGA: HSL

RENOVATION

UPDATE Now what?? The Health Sciences Library is going to be noisy in December and January.

CHECK OUT 2 The white walls (see photo below) protect the area where demolition and construction are now
LIBGUIDES! underway. The Information/Reference Desk has been relocated yet again, and now sits across

from the Circulation Desk near the library entrance. Most unfortunately, the washrooms are being
DID YOU KNOW: 2 demolished as well; new washrooms will not be ready until March 2010 (please see the Did You
FAQS Know: FAQs section on page 2 for a list of alternate facilities).

Once complete, this second phase of the renovation project will house all library staff as well as a

new single service desk. You will be able to ask a quick reference question, receive in-depth
NEW LIBRARY 3 research assistance or put funds on your copy card, all at the same desk. One-stop shopping has
RESOURCES ] . .

finally come to the Health Sciences Library!

In April/May 2010, the small student group rooms will be available for online booking at two hour

intervals. Watch for more information on these rooms in the next issue of this newsletter.

ANNOUNCEMENTES3 . . -,
Subsequent renovation phases include a 48-seat computer classroom, as well as the demolition

of existing library offices to create additional space for the collection.
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CHECK OUT LIBGUIDES!
By Rachel Chan, Health Sciences Library

Library Home » LibGuides Home » Medicine Admin Sign In

Medicine Tags: medicine

Last update: Dec 06th, 2000 | URL: Mibgui ! i & Print Guide | [IRSS Updates | [ SHARE w® o) &7

| Clinical Tools [-] Citing & Writing [-] Current Awareness =1 | PDA Resources

Home = Comments (0) & Print Page Search

Not sure where to start? Contact one of the Health Sciences Librarians for more assistance.
If You Need to Find: iGo to:
::.ﬁm: Evidence-based answers [Clinical Tools
Peer-reviewed or scholarly articles IFind Articles
Background information [Find Books
Health Library
[ Avaiabie | HSL Info Desk How to cite and organize references [Citing & Writing

N Health Sciences Library News

o Welcoming the world to your research through DSpace
o PubMedCentral Canada officially launched
o Open Access Week Presentation Oct 23 by Leslis Chan

o e 1 958
Type here to chat. Press ENTER to
send.

Wedre excited to announce LibGuides, our new
guides are designed to assist you with your research and study. New features to LibGuides include:

e  RSS feed updates for the guides to which you can subscribe

e Instant messaging chat window for immediate access to HSL staff

e Updates from the Health Sciences Library News blog

e  Tabbed navigation

e  Tags for easier searching

e  Search functions for searching within the resource guides

e Bookmarking and sharing capabilities

We currently have LibGuides for Medicine, Undergraduate Medical Education, Veterinary Medicine,
Grey Literature, Health-Related Tests and Measurements, and Complimentary and Alternative
Medicine. Future resource guides will include:

e  Professional Drug Information (including Pharmacy Exam Preparation materials)

e  QOccupational Medicine

e  History of Medicine

e  Bachelor of Health Sciences

You can access LibGuides at http://libguides.ucalgary.ca. Look for t he 0
omedi cined tag. If there are other topics yo

your comments to hslibr@ucalgary.ca.
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NEW LIBRARY RESOURCES

By Marcus Vaska, Health Sciences Library

Editords note: A new feature of HSL News, eac

or research products now available at the Health Sciences Library.

General Medicine;

e  Knowledge Translation in Health Care: Moving from Evidence to Practice (Straus, Sharon):
WB102.5 K73 2009

Physiology:

e Lung Mechanics: an Inverse Modeling Approach (Bates, Jason): WF102 .B329 2009

Public Aspects of Medicine:

e Foundations in Patient Safety for Health Professionals (Galt, Kimberly): WB100 .F686 2011
Veterinary Medicine:

e |llustrated Guide to Equine Diseases (Abutarbush, Sameeh): SF951 .145 2009

UCQ LEARNING COMMONS UPDATE

By Chris Thomas, Keltie Ross, and Martin Holock, University of Calgary-Qatar

We would like to take this opportunity to welcome Isha Sikka to the Learning Commons team as our
new Library Technician. Il shads primary role
however she will also be working closely with Keltie to order, catalogue, and process library materials.

UCQ Learning Commons Writing Support has been working one-on-one with students from all classes
and at all levels. Students have been coming in for support while writing their class assignments:
clarifying requirements, improving grammar and usage, honing their academic voice and ensuring that
referencing and citations are complete and correct. In addition, the service developed and delivered a
number of workshops and guest lectured in classes. The feedback from students has been
exceptional; enormous progress has been noted among the most dedicated visitors. Over the course
of the fall semester, approximately 60% of the student population used the service, many returning to
build on previous lessons.

Following the lead of the staff in Libraries and Cultural Resources at MacKimmie Library, UCQ
participated in Open Access Week 2009. We created a small display and provided pamphlets
explaining what Open Access (OA) is and how it affects students, faculty, and educational institutions.
We received positive interest from UCQ faculty who wanted to learn more about OA, how it could work
for them, and what the University of Calgary has done thus far to support OA. A lunch hour
presentation about OA was also well attended. We hope to participate and expand the event in 2010
to include post-secondary institutions in Qatar.

We expanded our laptop lending program this fall, allowing students to not only borrow laptops for a
full day but also be able to use them anywhere on campus. UCQ staff has commented numerous
times on seeing the laptops in classes and student spaces around the campus.

We wish everyone a happy holiday season.

The Health Sciences
Library offers free hands-
on training sessions for U
of C students, staff, and
faculty , as well as AHS
employees.
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NEW PUBMED INTERFACE

By Helen Lee Robertson, Health Sciences Library

As many of you have noticed, the US National Library
of Medicine (NLM) introduced a new interface for
PubMed at the end of October. All the functionality
remains the same but the new look does require a
certain amount of relearning. Here are links to some
resources that can help:

e The University of Manitoba Health Sciences
Libraries have a great video comparing where the
most frequently used features have relocated:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZVnhFCIW5SI

e A print comparison is available from the University
of Washington HealthLinks: http://
healthlinks.washington.edu/howto
pubmed changes 2009

e NLM has short animated tutorials on searching
PubMed, using MeSH, managing results, and
using MyNCBI to save searches and alerts. They
are at http://www.nlm.nih.gov/bsd/disted

pubmed.html

° There are also handout PDFs at this site.

As always, you are welcome to contact us at the HSL
Information Desk, or at any of the Knowledge Centres
for help with research using PubMed or any other tools.
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HEALTH LITERACY EVENT WITH
T. SCOTT MURRAY

By Taryn Lenders, Alberta
On November 23, 2009, the University of Calgary, Libraries and Cultural
Resources, and community partners including the Calgary Public Library,
Literacy Alberta, and the Southern Alberta Health Libraries Association
presented a lunch-hour symposium focusing on Health Literacy in Alberta. The
speaker, T. Scott Murray, Adjunct Professor at the Canadian Research Institute
for Social Policy (CRISP), and former Director General, Institutions and Social

Statistics, Statistics Canada, i s

Murray presented the results of the Adult Literacy and Lifeskills Survey (ALL),
International Adult Literacy Survey (IALS), and the US National Adult Literacy
Survey (NALS), while also providing some interesting results in the context of
literacy and health literacy in Alberta.

According to | ALS, literacy is ot
information in daily activities, at home, at work, and in the communityfito
achieve oneds goal s, and to devel
n.d., 92)*. There are four domains of literacy: prose literacy, document literacy,
guantitative literacy, and problem solving. Literacy is also graded to 5 levels, O
(poor literacy skills) to 5 (strong literacy skills).

Some interesting facts about literacy:

e  The demand for skills per occupation is not balanced: For example, nurses
should be at a literacy | evel of
have this |level 56% of teache
levels needed for their jobs. Employers should adjust work profiles to
compensate for these deficiencies.

e Literacy level and socioeconomic status (SES) have a direct relationship.
The more developed health literature skills a person has, the better
prospects they have in terms of SES.

e Literacy level is directly related to life success. Individuals with a
University education have high health literacy scores; individuals with less
than a high school education tend to have very poor skills.

e  60% of people have poor health literacy skKills.

e Health Literacy is directly linked to health status. People who have high
health literacy scores tend to have excellent or very good health status;
people with low health literacy scores tend to have poor health.

e |t would cost $1.6B to eliminate literacy skill shortages in Alberta. Such
an investment would generate $9.7B/year in additional earnings.

e Analysis of the 2003 data show that residents of the Yukon have the
highest health literacy scores in Canada, while residents of Nunavut have
the lowest; Alberta residents ranked third after Saskatchewan.

Links to explore:

e Canadian Research Institute for Social Policy (CRISP)- http://www.unb.ca

crisp/index.ph

e Interactive maps showing Canadian literacy and health literacy levels: a
sobering pictured http://www.chla-absc.ca/en/node/429

e Literacy skills of Canadians across the ages: Fewer low achievers, fewer
high achieversfihttp://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/81-004-x/2007006
article/10528-eng.htm

10ECD. (n.d.). Adult literacy. Retrieved December 14, 2009 from the OECD Website: http://
www.oecd.org/document/2/0,3343,en_2649 39263294 2670850 1 1 1 1,00.html
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